
 
 
About the Trust Board 
 
The South Eastern Health & Social Care Trust Board is made up of the Chairman, Chief Executive 
and 8 directors as well as 7 non-executive directors. 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
Chairman: Denise Fitzsimons 
 
Ms Fitzsimons as Chair of the South 
Eastern Health & Social Care Trust provides 
leadership and guidance to the Non 
Executive Directors of the Trust. She chairs 
the monthly Trust Board meeting. 
 

 
 

Chief Executive: John Compton 
 
Mr Compton’s task is to lead and direct the Trust 
to ensure delivery of efficient and effective health 
and social services within allocated resources 
and the policies and practices of sound corporate 
governance. 
 
The Chief Executive is the Trust’s accountable 
officer to the DHSSPS for all matters relating to 
the performance of the Trust and the discharge of 
delegated statutory functions. 

  
 

 
 
 

 

Director of Children’s Services & 
Executive Director of Social Work: 
Kate Thompson 
 
Kate is a professionally qualified social 
worker and has worked in various roles in 
Health and Social Services in Northern 
Ireland. 
 
Kate is currently chairing the Dementia 
Group as part of the Bamford Review of 
Mental Health. 
 
She was Director of Social Work and 
Primary 
Care Services for Down Lisburn Trust from 
2002, combining this role with the Director of 
Social Work and Children’s Services post of  
Sperrin Lakeland Health and Social Care 
Trust from 16 March 2006 to 2 February 
2007. 
 



 
 
Director of Human Resources & Corporate 
Affairs: 
Eamonn Molloy 
 
Mr Molloy is a Fellow of the Chartered Institute of 
Personnel and Development.  
 
He has held a variety of senior positions in the 
Health and Personal Social Services over the last 
30 years and joins the Trust from North and West 
Belfast Trust, where he was Director of Human 
Resources and Corporate Affairs. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Director of Planning, Information & 
Performance Management: 
John Simpson 
 
Mr Simpson is a social worker by profession 
and held senior posts in Child Care and 
Elderly Services before moving into general 
health and social care management.  
 
John was a member of Down Lisburn 
Trust’s senior management team from 1994, 
as Director of Mental Health, then Director 
of Acute Services and latterly as Director of 
Planning and Performance Management. 

 

 
 
Director of Finance & Estates: 
Paul Cummings 
 
Mr Cummings trained as an accountant with 
Northern Ireland Electricity. He joined the Health 
Service in 1987, working in the EHSSB and was 
then appointed Director of Finance & Contracting 
to the Mater Hospital in 1990. 
 
For the past seven years he has been Director of 
Finance & Information for the Ulster Community & 
Hospitals Trust.  
 
In 2003 Paul served as the National Chairman of 
HFMA, the first person outside the English NHS 
to receive such an honour. 

 
 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

Director of Hospital Services: 
Seamus McGoran 
 
Mr McGoran began his career in the health 
service in 1986 and worked within Social 
Services, Finance and Human Resources.   
 
He took on the role of Director of Human 
Resources for the Ulster, North Down & 
Ards 
Hospitals Trust in 1996.  Mr McGoran 
moved into the position of Director of Acute 
Services for the Ulster Community & 
Hospitals Trust in April 1998. 
 
He will have overall responsibility for 
services 
within the Bangor, Downe, Lagan Valley, 
Newtownards and Ulster hospitals. 
 

 
Director of Adult Services: 
Desi Bannon 
 

 
 

 
Acting Medical Director: 
Mr Charlie Martyn 
(Consultant Emergency Department, Ulster 
Hospital) 
 

 
Director of Primary Care, Elderly & Executive 
Director of Nursing: 
Charlotte McArdle 
 
Ms McArdle joins the Trust from the Royal 
Hospitals, where she was Acting Director of 
Nursing from October 2006 and Deputy Director 
of Nursing from August 2004.  
 
Charlotte’s professional background is in nursing. 
She joined the RVH in 1998 as a ward sister and 
moved into senior nursing management in 1999. 
 
Her responsibilities include professional 
leadership for nurses and midwives and training 
and development for nurses throughout the Trust. 
 

 

 



The Non-Executive Directors are: 
 
• Peter Davison 
• Donal Flanagan 
• Francesca Graham 
• Deepa Mann-Kler 
• Nigel Mansley 
• Dermot O’Hara 
• John Trethowan 
 
Their appointments run from 1st April 2007 to 31st March 2011. 
 

 

 

 
Peter Davison 
 
Mr Peter Davison BA lives in Bangor.  A 
practising lawyer, he is currently a senior 
litigation partner with a Belfast-based firm of 
solicitors that specialises in healthcare law.   
 
Mr Davison’s particular specialist field is 
construction law and he is a mediator 
accredited by the Law Society. Mr Davison 
intends to retire from 30 years of legal practice 
in May 2007. He holds no other public 
appointments and has not engaged in any 
political activity in the last five years. 
 

 
Donal Flanagan 
 
Mr Donal Flanagan OBE lives in Crossgar.  A 
former teacher, he is Chief Executive of the Council 
for Catholic Maintained Schools.  Mr Flanagan is 
also a member of both the Regional Training Unit 
and the Teachers’ Salaries Negotiating Committee. 
He is also the inaugural former Chair of Crossgar 
Community Association.  
 
Mr Flanagan was previously a Non-Executive 
Director of Down Lisburn HSS Trust. He is an 
independent Board Member of the Department of 
Agriculture and also Vice-Chairman of the 
North/South Autistic Centre in Middletown, Co 
Armagh. He has not engaged in any political activity 
in the last five years. 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
Francesca Graham 
 
Miss Francesca Graham OBE lives in Bangor. 
A former business partner in the private sector, 
Miss Graham is former Deputy Chair of the 
Probation Board for Northern Ireland. Until 
2005, she was a Trustee of the NI Police 
Fund.  
 
Miss Graham was previously a non-executive 
member of the Eastern HSS Board, and a lay 
panel member for Industrial Tribunals. She has 
not engaged in any political activity in the last 
five years. 
 



 
Deepa Mann-Kler 
 
Ms Deepa Mann-Kler MSc lives in Killyleagh.  Ms 
Mann-Kler is a Co-ordination Manager at the 
Equality Commission for NI and was formerly an 
Equality Officer at Belfast City Council. She is also a 
management committee member (former Co- Chair) 
of Women Into Politics, and a member of the Race 
Funding Selection Committee, OFMDFM.  
 
Ms Mann-Kler is a former Chair of Killyleagh 
Community Association and a former non-executive 
director of Victim Support NI. She holds no other 
public appointments and has not engaged in any 
political activity in the last five years. 
 

 

 

 
 

Nigel Mansley 
 
Mr Nigel Mansley BSc FCA lives in Bangor. An 
accountant by profession, Mr Mansley has 
been a self-employed management consultant, 
specialising in corporate training and change 
management. He is a Trustee of the Ocean 
Youth Trust NI and a member of the Ulster 
Society of Chartered Accountants.  
 
Mr Mansley was previously a Non-Executive 
Director of Sperrin Lakeland HSS Trust. He 
has not engaged in any political activity in the 
last five years. 
 

 
 
 

Dermot O’Hara 
 
Mr Dermot O’Hara MA BSSc lives in Drumbeg. Mr 
O’Hara works for the NI Housing Executive and is 
currently Project Manager of Modernising Services.  
 
Mr O’Hara was previously a Non-Executive Director 
of Sperrin Lakeland HSS Trust. He has not engaged 
in any political activity in the last five years. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

John Trethowan 
 
Mr John Trethowan MBA lives in Lisbane. Mr 
Trethowan recently retired as an Executive 
Director of the National Irish Bank, having 
formerly also held a similar position with the 
Northern Bank from 2001 to 2005. He 
was President of the Institute of Bankers in 
Ireland in 2006, and Chaired the National 
Irish Bank Pension Trustees Ltd. Mr 
Trethowan is a Board Member of Business in 
the Community (Ireland) and has been a 
member of the Taoiseach’s task force on 
Active Citizenship since 2006. He holds no 
other public appointments and has not 
engaged in any political activity in the last five 
years. 
 



 


