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MINISTER CONGRATULATES NORTHERN IRELAND’S NURSE OF THE 
YEAR  
 
Health Minister Michael McGimpsey has congratulated Karen Orr, a Children’s 
Asthma and Allergy Nurse, on winning the prestigious title of Northern Ireland’s 
Nurse of the Year. 
 
The Minister presented Karen with the Royal College of Nursing’s NI Nurse of the 
Year Award at a ceremony in Belfast. 
 

 
 
Karen, who works at the Ulster Hospital in Dundonald, recognised the particular 
needs of children with allergic disease and identified the need for a nurse, working 
within a multi-disciplinary team, to provide high-quality, evidence based care.  
 
Her pioneering work has been recognised at a regional level and Karen is now a 
member of the Regional Planning Committee for Paediatric Allergy Services in 
Northern Ireland and the Regional Paediatric Respiratory Committee. 
 
Congratulating Karen on her success, Michael McGimpsey said, “I have been 
hugely impressed by the quality of all the nominees tonight, but a special 
mention must go to the innovation and effort that Karen Orr has shown. 
Through the introduction of a specialised service for children with allergic 
conditions she has made a real and lasting difference to the quality of 
children’s lives.  
 
“Our highly skilled nursing workforce, demonstrate everyday how they put 
patients first. Their care, compassion and dedication for the people in their 
care is exemplary – often under difficult circumstances. This level of care has 
certainly been demonstrated in the quality of the all nominees and recipients in 
each category.  
 
“Our nursing workforce is at the forefront of care delivery. I would like to thank 
and commend all our nurses for the service they deliver on a daily basis. 
 
“In particular, I would also like to pay tribute to Kate O’Hanlon on receiving the 
Outstanding Achievement Award. This award is in honour of Kate’s 
distinguished career as a Sister in the Accident & Emergency Department at 
the Royal Victoria Hospital during very dark times, and I would like to offer you 
my personal congratulations.” 


