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The Hospital Palliative Care Team works alongside the admitting Consultant and Ward Team. The Ward Team
however retains clinical responsibility for the patient.

What is Palliative Care?

Palliative Care is the active total care of patients whose disease
is not responsive to curative treatments. Control of pain and
other symptoms as well as psychological, social and spiritual
problems is paramount. The goal of treatment is quality of
life.

World Health Organisation 1990

In some situations it is appropriate that specialist palliative
care is available to patients and their carers from the point of
diagnosis. In others, it may provide help with symptom
management and support to those undergoing potentially
curative treatments.

Manual of Cancer Service Standards — December 2000

In Patient Referral System

» Consultant’s consent for the referral is documented in the
patient’s notes.

» The patient’s understanding of the reason for referral is
noted.

» Palliative Care Team is informed of referral.

Reasons for Referral

= Pain management

= Other symptom management e.g. nausea,
vomiting, dyspnoea, terminal restlessness.

= Emotional / psychological support for patient
and/or family to enable them to explore issues and
concerns related to their illness.

= To facilitate communication between patient /
family or ward team.

= Advice for ward team.

= Discharge planning.

= Assessment for transfer to Specialist Palliative Care
Unit.

= Assessment for referral to Community Specialist
Palliative Care Team.

* Pre-bereavement care.

= Qutpatient appointments.

Outpatient Referral System

= Contact Dr Kelly’s Secretary at Marie Curie Hospice
@ 028 90 882000 Fax 028 90 882022

Contacting the Palliative Care Team
2 028 90 561306




